l‘-

lan Stewart
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% A farmer noticed a dull heifer with
sunken eyes. Her left forequarter
was blue and cold and stripping
produced a watery bloody material,
containing gas. This severest form
of mastitis affects cows mostly at
calving when the teats are open

It is not uncommon to find 25% of first-calving heifers getting mastitis in the and their immune system is at

its weakest. At calving, they are
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The powerful double action of FLUKIVER® and SUPAVERM® means they
not only kill fluke’ but also limit re-infection by reducing fluke egg
output and viability.>’ Due to the active ingredient closantel, FLUKIVER
and SUPAVERM kil triclabendazole resistant fluke* and as part of a
strategic rotation programme can also reduce the risk of future
resistance developing.

Advice on the use of this or alternative m(_edicines
must be sought from the medicine prescriber.
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exposed to many environmental
bacteria (especially in calving pens).
Clean, dry conditions and lots of
straw will help reduce the incidence.
The priority is to save the heifer's
life, for the quarter is always lost,
and treatment includes antibiotics,
anti-inflammatories and oral fluids.
The heifer will do well if it survives
and the earlier the case is detected
the better the chance of success.
In this case, the yield was down
the previous evening and some
gassy fluid was stripped from the
left forequarter. Gas in milk is never
normal and is a big warning sign.

Andy Stokes
Penbode Vets
Devon
% During recent weeks we have
found several cows with deformed
calves inside them, which we
suspect are a result of infection by
the Schmallenberg virus last year.
So far they have been premature
and despite flexed limbs and twisted
necks, we've been able to deliver
most of them without resorting to
surgery. It is of great concern what
March and April will bring.

Alack of energy in diets has been
a consistent feature. The resulting
loss of body condition and poor heat
expression has meant fewer cows
in-calf.

Dave Gilbert

Lambert Leonard and May
Cheshire

% At the practice spring-calving
is now in full swing. Despite a
challenging winter out, most of
these herds seem to have come
through OK, although condition is
down a little on last year.

At the moment milk fevers and
displacements seem under control,
but we'll have to wait and see how it
affects this year's mating.

The biggest issue for these herds
seems to be mastitis, particularly
in first-calving heifers. This is a
growing area of interest and it isn't
uncommon to find 25% of heifers
succumbing in the first month.
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