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The second article in this MSD-sponsored series on winter health examines the
tell-tale signs of pneumonia and vets Walker Miller and Matthew Pugh discuss the
treatment options available.

Treat pneumonia
promptly to reduce

ases of bacterial
and viral pneumo-
nia in housed
calves have in-
creased by
around 20 per cent this year,
aceording to vet Walker Miller.

Mr Miller, a partner in the
Academy Vet Centre, Stran-
raer, Wigtawnshire, says this
isin comparison to'a ‘normal
year' in his awn practice.

He says the number of
young animals with pneumo-
nia: ‘which can be dirsctly
linked to lungworm, has risen
by as much as 80 per cent,
While older cattle can suc-
cumb to pneumonia, calves
born this year run the great-
est risk of catching the dis-
ease; he explains.

“The mild, wet climate is
largely responsible for the
sharp rise in the incidence of
pneumaonia. Bacteria and
viruses thrive In a warm,
damp environment, The
weather has also been good
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Identifying the
type of virus or
bacteria involved
can help with
determining the
best treatment
WALKER MILLER

for lungworm larvae, which
have flourished because of the
high rainfall we experienced
over the summer.

“One of my clients, who has
naver had a problem with pneu-
monia before, has lost three
cattle to the disease during this
housing period, with several
others becaming seriously ill.
Nothing has changed with the
management of these cattle,
compared with other years,
which gives a strong indication
that the weather is to blame.”

Intervention
He says once young cattie have
been infected, it is a race
against time to treat the symp-
toms. Prompt intervention will
reduce the likelihood of parma-
nent lung damage, which will
affect ifetime health and reduce
growth rates. In cases where an
early diagnosis has been made,
mortality can be kept as low as
2-3 per cant,

*One of the first Indications of
pneumonia is coughing. Anoth-
er symptom Is lack of appetite;
it is better to have a system of
feeding housed youngstock on
a daily basis, because it will be
immediately noticeable if they
go off their feed. Intakes are not
so easy to monitor if they are
fed from a large hopper which
helds enough food for several
days."

Other symptoms include mu-
cus running from the nose and
eyes and listlessness, says Mr
Miller. The calves may also be
breathing rapidly and there may
be signs of sweating, although
healthy cattle may also sweat
through the winter, during mild
and humid spelis.

Sick-animals will be breathing
rapidly and emitting a ‘rattling’

sound, while their flanks may
appear sunken. Rectal temper-
atures should be taken from
any suspect cases and afigure
of 39degC or above should
sound the alarm, as the tem-
perature of a healthy calf Is
around 38degC.

Lung wash

The farm vet's immediate reac-
tion will be to take nasal swabs
or carry out a lung wash, which
involves inserting fluid in the
lungs and harvesting the mate-
rial which is ‘washed' out. The
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results should be avallable with-
ina short time. Blood sampling
will also reveal possible pneu-
moniainfection, but results usu-
ally take longer to tum around,
says Mr Miller.

"Testing is important, be-
cause identifying the type of
virus or bacteria involved can
help with determining the best
treatment. It will alse highlight
whether lungworm Is responsi-
ble for causing the problem. If
deaths do occur, lung tissue
can be sent in for further sam-
pling,” says Mr Miller.
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