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odem day testing
strategies mean
bovine viral diar-
rhoea (BVD) erad-
ication is. an
achievable aim on all beeffarms
with breeding stock locking to
reduce economic losses and
maximise performance.

BVD represents cne of the
biggest economic drains to the
UK besef industry, with the
disease estimated to be pres-
ent on nearly two-thirds of beef
farms,

Obvious clinical signs of
infection include mucosal dis-
ease, however thisis just the tip
of theiceberg. The virus is more
fikety ta result in reduced fertility
through high levels of abortion
and retums. Exposure can also
cause immuno-suppression
leading to increased levels of
pneumonia and depressed
' growth rates.

Biosecurity
Effective biosecurity is a must
as the virus can be spread via
nose to nose contact. The fact
the disease can move vertically
from a dam to her unbom calf
also adds complications.
When a naive cow is ‘ex-
posed to the virus during the
first timester of pregnancy, the
calf Is bom camying and shed-
ding the virus and is termed
‘Persistently Infected’ or a PI.
These Pls are one of the main
routes of disease spread.
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Culling-Pls and vaccinating
against BVD is widely recognised
as an effective way to get on top
of the disease. By removing Pls
you are reducing risk of disease
exposure. Vaccination also pro-
tects a cow from the effects of
any potential disease exposure
and reduces the risk of a Plbeing
produced. Because of this, vac-
cination is advisable in all

breeding herds.
Developments in  testing
regimes means there are proven

strategies available to identify and
eliminate BVD, making eradica-
tion an achievable target in all
breeding herds. The fact the
Scottish government has alsoin-
troduced a BVD eradication
scheme demenstrates this and
places greater pressure on
the rest of the UK to drive BVD
control,

Neil Roberts, of Dalehead \st-
ennary Group, Yorkshire, says the
best way to establishif BVD is a
problem in breeding herds is to
screen youngstock for antibodies.

“Calves are like marker ani-
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mals. If there is a Pl in calves or
cows, calves will test antibody
positive (having besn exposad to
the virus). In a herd with 50
calves, about six to 10 calves
over nine months old should be
tested for BVD antibodies.”

When bloods test positive, all
calves should then be tested for
BVD virus until Fls are identified.
The dams of any Pls should also
be tested and all Pis culled.

Tag and test is also ancther
simple strategy to determineif an
animal is a Pl. This relatively new
test uses specidlisttagstotake a
tissue sampie atomatically when
an animal is tagged. This can
then be sent off for analysis.

Infection

Bought-in animals represent one
of the biggest routes of infection
and as aresuit, knowing their dis-
ease status and guarantining is
essential, says vet Paddy Gordon
of The Shepton Vet Group.

“There are two main concems
when buying-in cattle —they may
be a Pl themselves, or if they are
in-calf, they may be camying a Pl
calf,” he explains.

Ideally bought-in cattie should
be tested before they amive on
farm, but if not they can be tagged
and tested on arrival during quar-
antine, if they are a Pl they can
then be culled. Calves bomn to
bought-in  pregnant animals
should .

control is easier in breeding cat-
tle, there is a need to get on top of
the diseasein these herds so pro-
ducers buying fatténing cattle wil
hawe greater confidence.

“One Plin a group of boughit-in
stores can infect all other animals
with EVD. That P| will probably
die but it will lower the other ani-
mal's immunity and result in more
pneumonia. Ideally, farmers
should source stores from farms
of known BVD status or tag and
test to see if they are a camier,”
says Mr Roberts.
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Taking a step-by-step approach to disease control can help beef producers stamp out BVD on-farm. Aly Balsom reports.

Case study: H. Curtis and Sons, Brookhams Farm, Bristol

BY choosing fo enter a High
Heaith scheme and be accred-
Ited free of BVD, Kevin Curtis

improving the quality and
potential of his herd.

Having traditionally vacci-
nated all stock for BVD and
IBR, last year Mr Curtis decid-
ed 1o go one step further and
enter his herd of 50 pedigree
Limousins cows and eight
pedigree Simmentals onto
& High Health CHeCS
accreditation scheme,

doing the
same with his 150-cow com-
marcial suckier hend.

Kevin Curtis

Mr Curtis has also witnessed
growing demand for high health
status animals when selling
bulls from his pedigree herd,

“It is & good selling point. In
the future | can see you won't
be able to sell pedigree cattle
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which are not on a health
schems," he says.

By wor‘rang wllh vet Lottie
Meire of Shepton Vet Group,
the farm has followed testing
and protocols 8o as
1o be accradited ‘vaccinated
moritored free’ for BVD.

to 18 months old from each
management group are lested
for BVD antibody and antigen
(virus) to allow any Pls to be
Identified. Two consecutive

The farm breeds all of their
own pedigree replacements,
but also buys-in some high
penetic, high health French
Limousin bulls. All bought in
bufls have to be guarantined for
one month and biood tested for

famales and bults have always
been vaccinated with Bowilis
BVD as a pracaution.
"Viaccination is important on
commercial and pedigree
herds as you do not want
growth checks or negative
effects on i ha says,
In'the future, Mr Curtis is also
strongly considering entering
the commercial herd onto a
health scheme, This will en-
courage routine testing and
help mairttain high fertility,
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