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stablishing herd Infec-
tious Bovine Rhinotra-
cheitis (IBR) status
and farm-specific risk
factors should be a
pricrity for any beef farm look-
ing to protect health and per-
formance in all ages of stock.
The highly contagious nature
of IBR, along with widespread
andvanying signs of the disease,
means expaosure at any level
can have severe implication to
both adult and young cattle.
Caused by bovine her-
pesvirus, BHV-1, the signs of
IBR include respiratory problems
in the upper respiratory tract.
This can show as fever, cough-
ing and discharge from the nose
and eyes in both adult and
young cattle, with the virus often
adding to the weight of young-
stock pneumonia problems.
BHWV-1 can also cause em-

bryonic losses and fertility prob-
lerns. In general, all these signs
are collated together and talked
about under the umbrella of IBR.

BHV-1 can be spread viaclose
nose-to-nose contact and po-
tentially via bull semen. Once
infected, an animal has the
potential to become a latent car-
rier and spread the vinus in times
of stress, explains vet Andrew
Biggs, of the Vale Viet Group,
Persistent
He says: “IBR is very persistent
and has the potential to flare up at
alater date in these latently infect-
ed cows. Reactivation and virus
shedding could be brought on by
any stressful event such as cahving
or bad weather."

This could cause a resur-
gence in problems in a herd or
could introduce the problem to
anaive herd.

Yorkshire  vet  Jonathan
Statham, of Bishopton Vet Group,
says IBR can cause particular
problems at autumn housing
when calves are weaned,

“The stress of weaning can
add to disease spread risk. You
have also got the added risk of
wanm conditions at housing with
animals in close proximity. it only
takes one infectious animal to
spread IBR to that whole group,”
he says.

Preducers can commonly see
severe pneumonia cutbreaks
leading to high treatment costs
and mortality. Signs include clear,
runny neses leading to thick snot
within a week. However the un-
derlying sub-clinical effects can
be even more dramatic.

*Infection can reduce feed
conversion efficiency and affect

calf growth rates. You can stil
have grumbling infection which

Case study: Ben Graham, Thirsk, North Yorkshire

Assessing disease risk and designing a farm specific herd healthprogramme is essential _‘[o protect all beef herds against the effects of IBR.

Farm specific herd
health plan helps
in fight against IBR

The contagious nature of IBR means exposure can have severe implications to both aduit and young cattfe.

causes damage to the respirato-
ry tract without clinical signs.”

Infected breeding animals can
also experience fertility issues
such as abortion and emioryon-
ic losses. That could reduce the
calf crop for that year, or mean a
cow takes longer to get in-calf,
leading to reduced calf weights
and a greater chance she will
be culled.

Mr Statham says it is important
to establish the disease status of
a breading herd and design a

same time so there is a lot of
pressure on calves at this time
and it does not take much fo
push them over. Since vacci-
problems,” he

bespoke herd health plan with
appropriate in youngstock and/or
cows should be decided after es-
tablishing herd risk factors. The
decision may be made to vacci-
nate calves at weaning depend-
ing on individual farm situation.

“To check your status, carry
out a youngstock check on a
sample of animals over eight
months cld. If bloods test posi-
tive, it suggests IBR is cumenty
circulating,” he says.
Biosecurity
“When the test is negative, it
makes boundary repair and biose-
curity even more important to
ensure you do not introduce IBR. if
you do introduce one IBR positive
animal to a naive herd it can result
inamassive disease outbreak.”

In a naive herd, remaining
closed is preferential. However,
onall systems, if you have to buy-
in, ensure it is from a herd of
known disease status.

Exposure to the disease could
lead to reduced bull fertility, while
thefact IBR can be spread via s2-
men also means it is important to
inciude stock bulls in any herd
health palicy. Knowing the IBR
status of the breeding herd is
crucial to protect both cows and
buls from infection.

Also check bull catalogues for
the IBR status of Al bulls so you
do not inadvertertly introduce the
disease through Al.

When store cattle are being
bought-in from muitiple sources
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or from market, the chance of
introducing disease is high. As
a result, Mr Statham recom-
mends using a live intranasal
|BR vaccine on all bought-in
stock as soon as they are sat-
tied on farm, He says this type
of vaccine stimulates a rapid
immune response.

“The stress of transport can
cause carmer animals to start
shedding, so for anyone buy-
ing-in store or fattening cattle,
vaccinating all purchased ani-
mals is a good approach
to safeguard performance.”
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