Contrasting views on
control of sheep scab

THERE were contrasting views
on foture sheep scab control,
While experts on the disease sug-
gested farmers should learn to
manage and live with the disease,
vetand farmer, Joe Henry, painted
amore optimistic view of how to
getontop of and get rid of it.
Professor Richard Wall, from
Bristol University, said since scab
was reintraduced into the UK in
the early 1970s, very little of what

Peter Bates, independent para-
sitologist, agreed and said: “The
chance of eradication has gone.

“Any effort to control scab
should start at farm level. Then we
can maybe start to control it and
find the flocks which were not do-
ing anything about the problem.”

Resistance
Both Dr Bates and Prof Wall high-
lighted me_small number of

had been done to the
problem had mademydlﬁmnco

“Eradication is not going to be
realistic. We are never going to get
everyone acting together, particu-
larly when we are dealing with a
devolved Government.

“Scab is not going to go away
and approaches to scab need to
adapt accordingly.”

Prof Wall said vets needed to
work proactively with farmers for
afuture of ‘scab management’.

product ble for the control
of scab and said these must be
used wisely to prevent the devel-
opment of resistance.

Mr Henry, however, said from
hisexperiences with farmersat his
practice, Alnorthumbria Veteri-
nary Group in Northumberland,
he was ‘more optimistic’ about
control and eradication of scab.

He explained his practice en-
couraged farmers to work togeth-
erwhen dealing with the problem.



